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2024 
Referendum 

Overview

$7,044.20 per student = Loss of $2,261,188  
State funding is tied to each student. A loss of 321 students over the last six years at 
$7,044 per student has cost the school system budget $2,261,188. Many costs do not 
decrease when the number of students decreases.
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The blue line shows what the DUAB (Distressed Units of Appeal Board) recommends  for 
school districts to be 15% with revenues versus expenditures for healthy fund balances. 

You can see our trend line in yellow take a drastic dip if we do not have a referendum in 2024.  
This is assuming we stay status quo with spending, programming, transfers, etc. 



2024 
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Overview



This referendum is an urgent opportunity for our 
community to support 10 cents per $100 
assessed value in taxes, only a 2 cent increase 
from the previous 8 cents with the sole purpose 
of directly funding wages and benefits for staff 
and to continue to build innovative programming 
within Brown County Schools. This referendum 
allows us, the community members, to have a 
direct say in important decisions that impact our 
children's education and our future.
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School 
Tax Rate 

Comparison

There are  very few parcels at the property tax caps.  This means that 99% of our taxpayers 
would feel the debt rate falling off which negates the referendum increase.
 
Bottom line is the taxpayers would really only feel that $0.01 increase to their tax bill. 



BCS
Tax 

Calculator
Gross Assessed Value Monthly Tax 

Impact
Annual Tax 
Impact

$100,000 $2.71 $32.50

$150,000 $5.31 $63.75

$200,000 $7.92 $95

$250,000 $10.52 $126.25

$300,000 $13.13 $157.50

$500,000 $23.54 $282.50

Proposed Operating Referendum 
Tax Rate:  $0.10

http://www.browncountyschools.com/referendum-2024/
http://www.browncountyschools.com/referendum-2024/
http://www.browncountyschools.com/referendum-2024/
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The referendum offers a vital lifeline to 
our schools, enabling us to reduce 
class sizes, invest in our educators, 
and continue building out innovative 
programming. This is our chance to 
secure a brighter future for all Brown 
County students.

By offering competitive salaries and 
professional development, we can 
recruit and retain the best 
educators, directly impacting the 
quality of education our children 
receive.

A strong school system enhances 
property values, attracts businesses, 
and prepares students for successful 
futures, contributing to the economic 
vitality and quality of life in Brown 
County.

While the tax increase represents a 
modest adjustment to our yearly 
expenses, the return on investment is 
substantial—better-equipped schools, 
improved student performance, and 
higher property values as our district 
becomes a more desirable place to 
live.

The most important 
action you can take 
is to VOTE. Mark 
your calendars for 
May 7, know your 
polling location, and 
consider early or 
absentee voting 
options to ensure 
your voice is heard.

Every single vote and voice in 
support of this referendum can 
help shape a brighter future for 
Brown County Schools. Together, 
let's take this step forward for our 
children, our community, and our 
shared economic success for the 
future.



The 28% increase represents the 
increase of the school’s portion of the 
tax bill, and not the overall property 
taxes paid by a homeowner.
 
The referendum question calculates 
the average tax rate of the six taxing 
districts and then determines the 
amount paid by the average 
homestead in Brown County which is 
$656.92
 
The school district’s portion of this 
liability is $374.05.  The $0.10 rate 
increase for the referendum is 
$105.34 on the average homestead 
which represents 28.16% of the 
school district’s portion of $374.05.  



Call 
to 

Action

Deadline to register is April 8 

Early voting begins April 9. 



We urge you to vote in favor of the referendum. 
Talk to your neighbors, share the facts, and 
become an advocate for our schools. Let's unite 
for a brighter future and vote 'Yes' on May 7. Your 
voice and your vote is crucial.

Emily Tracy
Superintendent

(260)460-7873
etracy@browncountyschools.com


